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who distributes preferments at his pleasure, may acquire
such an influence in the army, as may be employed to
secure himself from justice by the destruction of liberty.
And unless it can be proved, that no such minister can
ever exist; that corruption, ambition, and perfidy, have
place only in the military race; every argument that shows"
the danger of an army, dependent only on the general,
will show the danger, likewise, of one dependent only on
the minister.

The influence of the minister, my lords, is known to
arise from the number of the officers, and to be propor-
tioned to the value of the preferment, which it is in his
power to bestow; it is, therefore, evident, by adding new
oilicers to our army, we shall throw weight into the scale,
which already is, at least, an equal balance to our constitu-
tion, and enable the ministry either to employ an army
in defence of their measures, or to obtain such an in-
Huence in the senate, as shall make any other security su-
perfluous.

Such, my lords, is the danger of a multitude of officers,
a danger which surely deserves more attention than the
imaginary prejudice of the soldiers in favour of the pre-
sent establishment; a prejudice represented so powerful,
both in our own forces, and those of our enemies, that the
future success of our arms may probably depend upon it.

Surely, my lords, that cause may be allowed indefensi-
ble, which such a patron defends so weakly. "What can
be more chimerical than to imagine that men would lay
down their arms, and forsake their standards, because
there are twenty more in a company than have formerly
been ? That such a panick, from such a cause, was never
found, I need not prove; and I scarce think it necessary
to assert/that, without supposing a universal depravity of
reason, it never can be found.

The establishment proposed by the noble duke, is the
same with that of most foreign troops, and particularly
with that of his majesty's forces in his foreign dominions,
aud, therefore, canuot but be approved by him, if it should
be proposed by your loi%ships, For why should he i